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1875.] Hartshorn e, Principles and Practice of Medicine. 

to the work of M. Saurr6, which contains an analysis of six hundred and sixty- 
two cases, and acknowledges his indebtedness to it for many of his conclusions. 
The subject occupies the remainder of the volume. It is of essential import¬ 
ance that skilled assistance should be at hand to render immediate and intelli¬ 
gent aid, if necessary, for the first thirty-six hours, as many lives are lost during 
this period from neglect or ignorance. The tube should be dispensed with at 
as early a day as practicable, and the whole after-treatment should receive 
careful study and close attention, as it has been by strict attention to the de¬ 
tails, and by improvements in this direction, that the mortality of this dreaded 
procedure has been of late years diminished. 

Viewed as a whole, this brochure contains much that every practical surgeon 
should know, and gives a full exhibition of the present position of this remedial 
measure, and its author is entitled to the thanks of the profession for the good 
work he has done. S. A. 


Art. XLIII .—A Guide to the Practical Examination of Urine. For the Use 
of Physicians and Students. By James Tyson, M.D., Hospital Lecturer 
on Path. Anat. in Univ. of Pennsylvania, etc. With a plate and numerous 
illustrations. 12mo. pp. 182. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1875. 

This admirable little volume treats first cursorily of the general physical and 
chemical characters of the urine, and then proceeds to a careful study of its 
different constituents in health and disease, and concludes with a few remarks 
on the differential diagnosis of renal disease, and on the mode of determining 
the composition of urinary calculi. 

The different tests which are held in highest esteem for the detection and 
quantitative analysis of the various normal and abnormal constituents of urine 
are given clearly and carefully, and the reader is duly cautioned concerning the 
various circumstances which may interfere with the operation of the respective 
tests or their correct interpretation. 

That a demand exists for books exclusively devoted to the examination of 
the urine seems to be proved by the appearance within the last few years of 
several brochures of this character, and to all who desire more elaborate in¬ 
formation on the chemistry of the urine than is to be found in treatises on renal 
diseases (such as Robert’s or Harley’s) or in systematic works on diagnosis 
(like DaCosta’s), where only one or two of the most approved and readily ap¬ 
plied processes of analysis are given, we unhesitatingly recommend Hr. Tyson’s 
manual. I. M. H. 


Art. XLIV.— Essentials of the Principles and Practice of Medicine. A 
Handbook for Students and Practitioners. By Henry Hartshorne, A.M., 
M.D., Professor of Hygiene in the University of Pennsylvania, etc. etc. 
Fourth Edition, thoroughly revised ; with one hundred illustrations. Small 
8vo. pp. 548. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1874. 

Whatever prejudice may exist against works of this class among the older 
members of our profession, they are and always have been popular with stu¬ 
dents, and found to supply a want which exists among them. The pretentious 
and dogmatic vade mecitms of our student days, fully justified the condemna¬ 
tion of such professed aids to students, but the present work is altogether of 
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a different and much higher order, and if properly used, without being exclu¬ 
sively depended upon, we think it may advantageously assist the novice in his 
studies. Entertaining these views, we recommend this work as the very best 
of its class of which we have any knowledge. 


Art. XLV.— On the Treatment of Pleurisy; with an Appendix of Oases, 
showing the Value of Combinations of Croton Oil, Ether, and Iodine as 
Counter-irritants in other Diseases. By John W. Corson, M.D., Late 
Phys. to Class “ of Diseases of Chest and Throat” in New York and Eastern 
Dispensaries. 12mo. pp. 31. New York : Wm. Wood & Co., 1814. 

We remember to have heard, when a student at Vienna some years ago, 
Prof. Hebra inveigh in most unmeasured terms against the use of counter-irri¬ 
tants, regarding them as incapable of doing good, and as the frequent cause of 
skin disease. This opinion is unquestionably an extreme one, and one which 
we fancy would be endorsed by but few physicians in general practice. On the 
other hand, Dr. Corson is disposed, it seems to us, to attach too much import¬ 
ance to their use, and to refer to them a larger share in the production of the 
very favourable results, which appear—for he gives us no figures—to have 
attended his treatment of pleurisy, than can be justly attributed to them. The 
combinations' of ether, iodine, and croton oil which he recommends as counter- 
irritants will, we have no doubt, hasten the absorption of pleuritic effusions, but 
they are vastly inferior in this respect to most of the diuretics. Besides which 
the eruption caused by croton oil is generally followed by cicatrices, which is, 
in our opinion, a great objection to its use, especially since in most cases the 
same end may be attained by milder means. 

Except that, as we have already said, Dr. Corson lays too much stress upon 
counter-irritation, the treatment of pleurisy he recommends shows him to be a 
judicious practitioner, and one too who has made good use of the rather unnsual 
opportunities he has enjoyed. His experience has Bhown him the advantage of 
consulting the palate even of poor patients by adding to their medicines an 
aromatic preparation, which not only renders these more acceptable to the 
stomach, but seems to increase their efficiency. 

The book contains two wood-cuts, showing different positions in which the 
patient should be placed when the back of his chest is being examined. In one 
of these the patient is directed “to ctobs both arms and grasp, not these, but 
the highest points on the shoulders as far back as he could reach. He then 
pulled them steadily and firmly forward, so as to separate the shoulder blades, 
and hold them fixed as widely apart as possible behind.” This process he calls 
uncovering ; for it partly lays bare the ribs under both scapulae and stretches 
and thins the thick muscles in the rear. In the other position the arms are 
crossed, and locked behind the head. J. H. H. 

1 The formula he recommends are as follows :— 

Milder croton oil paint. Stronger croton oil paint. 

B>—Olei croton, tiglii, 3j ; Olei oroton. tiglii, gij; 

Ether, sulphur, fort, gij; Ether, sulphur, fort. 3' T ! 

Tinct. iodin. 3v.—M. Tinot. iodin. 3ij ; 

Potass, iodid. gj ; 

Iodinii, gr. x.—M. 

Apply two or three coats at a time, with a oamel’s hair-brush, over a small sur¬ 
face, once a week. 



